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Full translation:

“Wide roads in Seoul inner-city hampers
city functionality”

Winner of the architectural Nobel-prize-equivalent Pritzker
Prize, Lord Rogers, visits Korea

“Improve residential areas through Han River waterside
area development and city center maintenance”

World-class architect Richard Rogers (75, photo) has come
to Seoul. He attended the general assembly of SIBAC,
hosted by Seoul City on the 30", with the theme ‘Culture-
nomics,” which seeks to build the city’s economic value by
cultivating its cultural assets.

Rogers, who has visited Seoul many times, said, “Seoul is a
city that has grown very fast industrially, yet is a city that
has treasured its long historical heritage.” He especially

‘ H "g noted, “The old pottery that can be encountered in museums,

the traditional dress of Korean women, and the food are things that are never inferior no matter

where in the world they are presented.” He added, “Even the natural environment like the

mountains, the hills, and the Han River can become Heaven’s blessings in terms of urban

planning.” He also said, “The Han River is a great opportunity,” and “The Han River waterside

must be sufficiently developed.”

However, he pointed out, “Even with these advantages, Seoul Metropolitan City’s poor urban

planning has made inadequate use of Seoul’s attractiveness.” He pinpointed wide, two-way

roads with 6-8 traffic lanes as a representative case. In a road system centered around vehicles,
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roads cut off passageways for pedestrians, and as a result, the city becomes divided into small,

isolated areas. He concluded that because of this, the city is not functioning properly as a space

where residents can eat, work, meet, and enjoy themselves.

Rogers emphasized that “Urban space must be rearranged according to importance” in setting a
direction for Seoul’s development. The city should first arrange big and small parks and walks
in various spots of the downtown area, and disperse areas crowded with high-rise buildings and
connect high-rises with bus or subway.

His urban plan philosophy is summed up by a concept: ‘The compact city.” It is a concept that
strays away from increasing density with closely built buildings. He said, “The city can
accommodate a sufficient population of Seoul and create a pleasant residential environment by
effectively redeveloping low-usage areas including old factory sites and cleared abandoned
housing areas.” In this aspect, he opposed the policy of expanding residential areas by lifting
restrictions on green belts around Seoul. It is obvious that developing residential complexes far
from downtown will create more traffic problems and ensuing environmental issues.

Regarding European criticism that Seoul’s reputation is very poor compared to that of Tokyo
and Beijing, he replied, “The city gradually transforms itself by 1% every year. We must

improve it with a sufficient amount of time.”

Rogers, who was born in Florence, Italy, but has been working in the UK, won global fame in
1971 after designing the Pompidou Center, a composite cultural space, in Paris, France, with its
steel framework externally visible. Last year, he received the Pritzker Prize, known as the Nobel
of the architectural world. The factory-building-lookalike Lloyd’s headquarters in London, the
Millennium Dome with huge steel pillars sticking out of it and the Spanish Madrid Airport
office building, the roof of which was made to mimic the ripples of water, are among his works.

Having also been recognized for his abilities in urban planning, he is the urban planning advisor
for London and Barcelona. The buildings he has designed, including the Millennium Dome
erected in an underdeveloped area of eastern London, are directly connected to urban plans that
transform the downtown cityscape. Nowadays, he is involved with New York’s Ground Zero
project, which endeavors to reconstruct a skyscraper on the 9-11 World Trade Center
destruction site, and Yeouido’s Parcl project, which will erect two 72-story and 54-story
buildings at the site of the old Tongil parking lot.
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